. Most calls were and still are used for hunting purposes however calls are now incorporated into regular wildlife surveys (Lishak 1977) .
The use of high-pitched whistles or natural alarm calls helps to increase observability of ground squirrels (Leung 1991 , Lishak 1977 • Surveys will be far enough apart so as not to influence each other.
• Survey protocol will be followed consistently.
• Sampling will not occur during periods of drastic changes in the population size (i.e. when juveniles are emerging or when adults are entering hibernation). By sampling at the start of April only the adults will be above ground.
• All ground squirrels in the 200m radius have an equal chance of being seen.
• Ground squirrel movements during the count are minimal so that double counting is minimized.
• Surveys will be conducted yearly during the first three weeks of April to develop consistent yearly trend data for the adult population. • Air temperature (°C) and time (24-hour clock) will be recorded at the start and end of each 12.8km transect.
• Percent cloud cover will be recorded to the closest 10%.
• UTM co-ordinates will be taken at each 800m stop using GPS units (NAD 83).
• Observers will divide each survey site into four quadrants (NE, NW, SE, and SW) and record the number of Richardson's ground squirrels seen within 200m and the habitat they were seen in for each quadrant. Habitat codes are provided at the bottom of the data sheet.
• Observers will record any disturbances within 200m for each quadrant. Disturbance codes are provided at the bottom of the data sheet.
• Two counts will be conducted, one without and one with call playback (First count #, Call playback #). Each count will take two minutes. This will allow evaluation of the effectiveness of the call playback survey.
• Observers will record and burrows seen at each stop.
• Observers will record any additional species seen (Appendix B). • Habitat information and any disturbances will be recorded for each quadrant.
• GPS, northing and easting (NAD 83) locations will be taken at each stop.
• Any additional wildlife listed in Appendix B will be recorded at each site. Any additional species seen which do not occur on the list but which the observers deem important will be recorded.
• The observer will identify whether there is a colony (group of mounds) within each quadrant at each stop by marking yes (presence) 
